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Obstructing a Peace Officer -Class A 100
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Adult HAMPTON, ARDELL JrArrestee
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HazelBlack6'2" 180Male
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Arrestee Vehicle

Nissan ALT Sedan2013

BlackBlack1N4AL3AP8DC141482

2013 NISSAN        SEDAN
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The following narrative not verbatim nor in its entirety is a summary of my actions, 
observations and investigation.

On 07/08/2024 at approximately 1947hrs Springfield Police Department (SPD), 
, Sgt. Raynolds (S691) and I, Officer Cortes (797), while wearing 

police uniforms and inside a marked squad equipped with red/blue emergency lights 
were on patrol traveling north bound on the 1000 Block of N. 9th Street. We observed a 
black Nissan sedan ( ), traveling south bound with heavily tinted passenger 
side windows which clearly appeared to be illegal. Sgt. Raynolds later measured the 
tints on this vehicle utilizing a department issued tint meter which showed the front 
windows to be 35% and rear windows at 22%. We conducted a traffic stop on this vehicle 
as it pulled in a parking spot located on the south side of Oscar’s located at  

. The driver was later identified as Ardell Hampton Jr. ( ). 

It should be noted Ardell quickly exited the vehicle and attempted to walk-away from the 
vehicle for which Sgt. Raynolds gave him several lawful orders to stay in the vehicle and 
to stop walking-away. I know based on my training and experience subjects illegally 
possessing firearms/contraband often times attempt to quickly distant themselves from 
contraband/weapons. Ardell instantly became hostile and argumentative refusing to 
comply with lawful orders. Ardell continued to attempt to walk-away even after being 
advised we were conducting a traffic stop meaning he is detained. Sgt. Raynolds reach 
out grab ahold of Ardell to prevent him from walking-away. Ardell attempted to pull-away 
for which Sgt. Raynolds pushed Ardell against Ardell’s vehicle in an effort to prevent 
him from leaving. Ardell continued to attempt to push and pull-away from Sgt. Raynolds. 
 Based off of my observations I believed that Ardell was fighting with police due to 
having contraband on his person and potentially a firearm. I attempted to grab his right 
arm but he kept it close to his body and I was unable to obtain control of his arm. Ardell 
had a large height advantage over us and to prevent Ardell from continuing to fight and 
to de-escalate the situation I grabbed Ardell by his head and the hoodie of his sweatshirt 
and pulled him to the ground.

While on the ground I gave Ardell additional lawful orders to place his hands behind his 
back which he eventually complied. Sgt. Raynolds secured Ardell in handcuffs. I 
assisted Ardell to his feet.  I searched Ardell’s person incident to arrest with negative 
results on weapons/contraband. It should be noted Ardell refused to identify himself and 
continued to advise his is a minor and we needed to contact his mother.  Ardell did not 
have any visible injuries and did not make any complaints of injuries to Sgt. Raynolds or 
I while one scene.
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Officer Wayda (809), and his recruit arrived on scene. I escorted Ardell to their squad 
and he was placed in the back seat. Officer Wayda and his recruit initially were to 
transport Ardell to the SPD station due to initially believing Ardell might be a Juvenile 
and him refusing to identify himself.   

Sgt. Raynolds search prior call history associated with the license plate of this vehicle 
and located Ardell Hampton Sr. and through further search eventually located Ardell Jr. 
Sgt. Raynolds utilized a Sangamon County Jail booking photo of Ardell Jr. to positively 
identify him. Sgt. Raynolds advised Ardell Jr. was actually 20 years old. 

We advised Officer Wayda and his recruit to transport Ardell to the Sangamon County 
Jail due to figuring out Ardell lied and he is actually an adult. 

It should be noted as Ardell was being escorted to the Sangamon County Jail, he 
complied of a headache from being placed on the ground earlier while he was resisting 
arrest. I did not observed any visible injuries on Ardell.

Due to Ardell only having misdemeanor charges he was released on scene and given a 
citation in lieu to arrest with a set court date of August 13th of 2024. Prior to Ardell 
getting released I asked Ardell if he needed us to call for an ambulance for him for which 
he advised no and he left on foot to meet with his parents at the SPD station. 

I completed a FACTS Sheet for this incident.

Nothing further. 
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On 07/08/2024 at approximately 1947 hours I, Sgt. Raynolds #691, was on pro-active 
patrol as part of the Springfield Police Department .  I was driving a 
fully marked squad car.  I was wearing green BDU pants, black shirt and black vest 
carrier with police markings and Springfield badge attached.

While on patrol I was driving north bound on 9th Street and observed a black Nissan 
with visibly illegal window tints.  The driver window was partially rolled down and the 
driver looked at our vehicle and continued to look towards us even after passing 
officers.  From my training and experience I know that subjects who are in possession of 
illegal contraband specifically firearms and narcotics will view police and then continue 
to watch officers for their reaction.  I conducted a U-turn and began driving south bound 
on 9th Street.  The vehicle turned east onto Enterprise Street and then into a parking 
spot located at Oscar's.  I got behind the vehicle and exited our squad car to approach 
the driver's door.  As I got out of the vehicle the driver of the vehicle also got out of their 
vehicle.  I told the driver he needed to stop because I was conducting a traffic stop.  The 
driver advised that he did not need to stop.  I then observed the subject bend down for 
second and I believed the subject was bending down to discard evidence and flee on 
foot.  I know from my training and experience that subjects who possess illegal 
contraband will commonly distance themselves from their vehicle.  I was in fear that the 
subject was going to flee on foot based off of his behavior and my observations.  I 
quickly ran up to him and grabbed his left arm and placed him up against the front of the 
vehicle.  As his body leaned up against the front of the vehicle I heard an object hit the 
side of the vehicle.  I asked the male if he had something illegal on his person.  The 
subject then began to attempt to pull his arm and body away and I told him to place his 
hands behind his back as I was going to detain him in handcuffs.  The subject continued 
to pull his left arm towards the front of his person.  Based off of the subjects first 
observation of officers, then him exiting the vehicle, being told to stop, him saying he 
didnt need to stop and then pulling his body away from officers when asked if there was 
something illegal on his person and him fighting to keep his hands away from his back I 
believed the subject to possess a firearm on his person.  Ofc Cortes and I began to 
escort him to the ground.  I took the subjects left arm and followed him to the ground.  I 
placed my knees on the subjects lower back and place both arms behind his back and 
placed him in handcuffs which were double locked and checked for fit.

The subject was then stood up and searched with negative results of contraband.  I then 
searched the subjects vehicle incident to arrest with negative results of contraband.  I 
asked the subject what this was all about and he kept saying that he knows us and he 
has seen us at block parties.  I told the subject that we make hundreds of contacts with 
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people and that I don't remember him.  I asked him his name and he said that he was a 
minor and refused to give it.  I ran the registration and was able to identify the subject as 
Ardell Hampton Jr (DOB ) making him 20 years old.  While on scene Ardell did 
not have any visible injuries and did not make any complains of any injuries.  He was 
transported to Sangamon County Jail by Ofc. Wayda and his recruit.  I contacted Ardells 
mother to release the vehicle to her.  

and arrived on scene and instantly began yelling and cussing at 
Ofc. Cortes and I.  I told Ofc. Cortes we were leaving if they did not want to be 
reasonable and just cuss out officers.  We went to the Sangamon County Jail to 
complete the probable cause form.  While at the jail arrived on scene again and 
began yelling at officers.  Once the probable cause form was completed I began to 
escort him into the Sangamon County Jail.  At the door there were two SCSO staff and 
Ardell advised me that he wanted to go to the hospital because he had a headache.  I 
returned him to our squad car.  Ofc. Cortes and I issued Ardell an NTA for 
Resisting/obstructing.  Ofc. Cortes asked Ardell if he wanted an ambulance ride to the 
hospital.  Ardell continued to be argumentative.  We then explained to Ardell that his 
mother and father were at the Springfield Police Department across the street.

I completed a use of force sheet for this incident.

See Ofc. Cortes' original report for further information.
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